Crowd-Units

"tack upon the enemy is too gross for this Press to repro-
duce, and nothing in Germany's favour is too absurd
"for its readers to swallow. Not only is the victorious
"progress of the German, Austrian, and Turkish armies
"constantly celebrated, but the financial, industrial, and
"social conditions in Germany are declared to be far
"superior to those existing elsewhere. Dissensions be-
"tween the Powers of the Entente are reported, and dis-
"turbances among their peoples are invented and dwelt
"upon.

"Every scrap of news that can be turned to account
"in this direction is magnified, distorted, and supplied
"from central agencies to thousands of local papers*
"Leading articles are supplied in the same way. More-
"over, the German Headquarters' report is posted up
"every day at 4 p. m. outside every telegraph office, and
"is circulated in special editions of the local papers, which
"contain nothing but this report. This local Press exer-
"cises a kind of hypnotic influence upon the people at
"large. As I spent most of my time in Germany in the
"smaller towns and rural districts, I came under its spell.
"Everybody had a ready explanation in answer to inquiry
"about the failure to reach Paris or Calais. When I
"asked about the news of revolutions in India and Egypt,
"and of Turkish victories on the Suez Canal, I was assured
"that they were perfectly true. The British denials were
"treated as 'the usual English lies/ And it was argued
"as the strongest evidence of the unreliability of English
"reports that naval losses which neutrals had witnessed
"had been kept secret by the British Admiralty.

"The cumulative effect upon me of this constant sug-
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